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INT. HATTIE' S KITCHEN - CANAJOHARI E, NY - DAY

Two children, three-year-old girl M NNEHAHA (M NNl E) AND
five-year-old boy SAGOYEWATHA ( SAGOY) SCREAM LOUDLY as t hey
run around the table in a disheveled kitchen inside a century
hore.

The two Native American children are oblivious to the
| oudness as they slaminto cabinets playing a vicious gane of
t ag.

JI GONHATEE (HATTI E) CANASATEGO, FEMALE NATI VE AMERI CAN, in
her m d-50s, stands helpless in the mddle of a chaotic storm
of her two small grandchil dren.

SAGOY runs out of the roomand returns with a cerenoni al
| roquois War Club, he swngs wildly. A PLATE CRASHES to the
fl oor.

HATTI E
What are you doi ng? Sagoy!

Sagoy swings the club and hits his younger sister, Mnnie, in
the head. Mnnie falls unconscious with a THUVP.

HATTI E
M nnie! Mnniell

CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. AMBULANCE - DAY

A SI REN bl ares as THEY- AN CANASATEGO, a very short elderly
man of the Canajoharie Fire Departnent, drives an anbul ance
t hrough the town.

They-An is dressed as an EMI. On the left shoul der of his
uniformis an American Flag badge and on his right shoul der
is the synbol of the Iroquois Confederacy. The synbol is a
tree wwth two squares on each side.

Hanging fromthe mrror is a plastic Turtle with the word,
HAUDENOSAUNEE, written on its back.

RADI O
Chief, that ten-fifty-four is |ooking
bad... a heavy bl eeder, unconsci ous

t oddl er.
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THEY- AN

Hatti e's house?
RADI O

Ten-four. | think it's M nni e!
THEY- AN

(under his breath)
Oh, Geat Spirit, give ne w ngs.

RADI O
H awatha's en route to help
you...E T. A, three m nutes.

CUT TGO
EXT. HATTIE S HOUSE - FRONT YARD - DAY

The AMBULANCE pulls up to Hattie's house. HATTIE is outside
hol di ng the child, SOBBI NG

HATTI E
They-an!!'! They-an!!

The anbul ance SI REN continues as it pulls into the driveway.
THEY- AN turns off the siren and jans the transm ssion into
park, making it lurch forward. He hurriedly opens the door
and junps out of the ambul ance.

H's feet hit the ground and he spins toward the side storage
conponent, yanking on the |atch, opening the door, he quickly
pulls out a nedical kit.

HATTI E
They-an!! It's Mnnie!! Ch, ny CGod!

They-An runs up to Hattie. Mnnie is bleeding heavily.

THEY- AN
It's okay, let ne see.

They- An places the nedical kit on the ground and takes the
child in his hands. He w pes her forehead with his fingers,
t hen kneels down. He lays M nnie on the ground.

HATTI E
Ch ny God, They-An...it was an
accident. Sagoy didn't nean to do it.

THEY- AN
It's okay.
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M nni e doesn't nove as They-An opens up the nedical kit. He
pul | s out a gauze pad and peels the wapper, then gently
wi pes the bl ood from her face.

HATTI E
She' s not breat hi ng!

They- An applies CPR to the infant. She's unresponsive.

HATTI E
Mnniell! Mnnielll

An ol d pickup truck with A FLASH NG BLUE LI GHT on its roof
arrives. H AWATHA HENO, an overwei ght | Rl SH NATI VE AVERI CAN
MAN I N H S LATE 30s, parks the truck behind the anbul ance. He
struggles to get out.

H awat ha sl ans the truck door and attenpts to run toward
Hattie, Mnnie, and They-An.

They-An is still adm nistering CPR to M nni e.

HATTI E
Hi awat hal!

Hattie runs toward H awat ha but he pushes her away. Hi awat ha
stunbles to the ground near They- An.

H AWATHA
M nniel!!l Chief, how bad?!

Mnnie starts crying. They-An | ooks at Hi awatha and Hatti e,
with a growing smle.

THEY- AN
Head wounds al ways | ook worse than
t hey are.

Hi awat ha grabs M nni e and hugs her.

M NNI E
Daddy! ! !

H AWATHA
You' re okay sweetie...

Hattie is shaking. She collapses with a |oud THUD. They- An
turns to see Hattie notionless on the ground, his expression
changes fromrelief to fear.

CUT TGO
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| NT. / EXT. AMBULANCE - CANAJOHARI E MAIN STREET - DAY

The emergency lights are flashing and the SI REN ECHCES
between the alleys of the main street buildings as the
anbul ance passes.

THEY- AN drives the anbul ance toward the hi ghway, cl utching
the radio transmtter in one hand. He no | onger appears calm
but panicked as he attenpts to drive around cars and tal k on
t he radio.

THEY- AN
Station one, ten-eighty-two, we have
one in transport, female, age fifty-
three, cardiac. ETA ten m nutes.

RADI O
Copy that, standing by.

CUT TO
EXT. FOYER S ANTI QUE SHOP - CANAJOHARI E - DAY

The streets are enpty except for MARK FOYER, a 60-year-old,
bl ack male, sitting on the stoop of his antique store. He is
drinking a cup of coffee. He stands up when he hears the
siren and wat ches the anbul ance rush by.

CUT TGO

| NT. AMBULANCE - DAY

HATTIE is strapped to a gurney. The EKG BEEPs to the sound of
Hattie's heartbeat. H AWATHA is nonitoring her bl ood pressure
and struggling to keep his balance as the anbul ance sways
back and forth.

M NN E, strapped in the junper seat, is SCREAM NG AND CRYI NG
her head is covered in a | oose gauze wap. A small anount of
bl ood is oozing through the bandage.

H AWATHA
Gamma wi Il be okay M nnie.

HATTI E
(faintly) 1'1l be okay.

HI AWATHA
Hang in there Mom.

CUT TGO
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FLASHBACK STARTS:

EXT. W NTERGREEN PARK - NI GHT (1983)

The Hi gh School Seniors are partying in the park. Pickup
trucks and beat-up cars are scattered in the enpty field,
full of intoxicated underage students. LOUD MJSI C PLAYS.

DEGAN BRANDT, IRISH IROQUO S, 17-year-old male, walks up to a
YOUNGER HATTIE sitting on a small nound behind a pickup
truck. He offers her a beer. She declines. He sits down next

to her.

DEGAN

It's been a great year.
HATTI E

Yeah.
DEGAN

What do you think? Was it worth it?

HATTI E
What ?

Degan reaches out and holds Hattie' s hand.
FLASHBACK ENDS

CUT TQO
| NT. HOSPI TAL - EMERGENCY ROOM - NI GHT - PRESENT

OLDER HATTI E awakes in the hospital, confused, and all al one.
The lights are dimand there is cormmotion in the hallway.

VO CES | N THE HALLWAY
(di stant)

Moni . . . Hoyaneh. .. code ten....code
bl ue. .. Jagonhat ee. .

CUT TO
FLASHBACK STARTS:
EXT. W NTERGREEN PARK - NI GHT (1983)
YOUNCGER HATTI E and DEGAN are engaged in a kiss.
DEGAN

It's been a great year.
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HATTI E
Yeah.

DEGAN
What do you think? Was it worth it?

HATTI E
VWhat ?

Degan ki sses Hatti e.
FLASHBACK ENDS
CUT TO
10 I NT. HOSPI TAL - EMERGENCY ROOM - NI GHT - PRESENT 10

OLDER HATTI E awakes in the hospital, her son H AWATHA i s
standi ng over her. Bright lights flash in her eyes.

VO CES | N THE HALLWAY
(di stant)
Hoyaneh! ... nom .. Ji gonhat ee. . .
CUT TO
FLASHBACK STARTS:
11 I NT./EXT. BACKSEAT OF A CAR - W NTERGREEN PARK - NI GHT (1983) 11

YOUNCGER HATTI E and DEGAN are nmaking | ove. Hattie grasps Degan
by the back of his head.

HATTI E

It's been a great year.
DEGAN

Yeah.
HATTI E

What do you think? AMI| worth it?

DEGAN
VWhat ?

Hatti e passionately kisses Degan.

CUT TQO
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| NT. HOSPI TAL - EMERCGENCY ROOM - NI GHT

OLDER HATTI E gasps and | ooks bl ankly at the ceiling and
mutters her |ast word.

HATTI E
Degan.

FADE QOUT:
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| NT. HALLWAY OF A SMALL COLLEGE - DAY 13
ASS| STANT PROFESSOR DEGAN BRANDT, a 50-ish | Rl SH NATI VE-

AMERI CAN, wal ks down an enpty hallway on the way to his

| ecture hall. He nutters to hinself and avoids | ooking up to

see who is in the doorway.

DEGAN
Col I oqui al i sm

Col I oqui al i sm

Col I oqui al i sm

I"ma fraud.

CUT TO

| NT. LECTURE HALL - SMALL COLLEGE - DAY 14
The class is crowded. The faces are young and cheery. It is
evident that this is a Christian school because of the t-
shirts and jewelry the students wear. Bibles are in front of
sone students.
DEGAN or gani zes his notes and | ooks out at the cl ass.

There is an unconfortabl e SI LENCE

DEGAN
VWhat is it that God wants from us?

FEMALE STUDENT
Love?

The ot her students nod in agreenent. Degan pauses for a
second. He | ooks down at his phone to check the tine.

DEGAN
Love? Anyone el se?

Degan points to others but no one responds. Finally, a
sm | ey-faced student answers.

MALE STUDENT
To do the right thing.
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DEGAN

(qui ckly)
What is that? The right thing.

MALE STUDENT
What do you nmean?

DEGAN
Can you define the right thing?

There are a few puzzled | ooks. One student is busy with her
phone ignoring the conversation.

STUDENT #1
VWhat is NOT a sin.

Degan | ooks at his phone again, checking the tinme. He takes a
deep breath

DEGAN
Define sin. Define your idea of sin.

STUDENT #1
What the Bible says.

DEGAN
The Bible says a |ot of things are
sins. What is your idea of sin?

STUDENT #1
What ever the Bi bl e says.

The cl ass | aughs. Degan picks up a Bible fromthe desk in
front of him

DEGAN
Everything that the Bi ble says?

CUT TO
FLASHBACK STARTS:
I NT. CHURCH ALTAR - DAY (1999) 15
A small gathering of famly watch the marriage vows between a
younger, 30-year-old DEGAN and VENESSA KI NG a 30-year-old

BLACK WOMAN. Venessa is dressed in a sinple gown. Degan is
dressed in a black tuxedo. They are hol di ng hands.
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10.
DEGAN
Until death do us part.
They kiss. And there is CLAPPI NG
FLASHBACK ENDS
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. LECTURE HALL - SMALL COLLEGE - DAY 16

DEGAN is agitated and takes a step forward. He holds out the
Bi bl e and points at a student.

DEGAN
So, if I love soneone...married to
soneone...and they die...|l can forget

about them because WE sai d UNTI L DEATH
DO WE PART. The contract is fulfill ed.

| can nove on?

The students | ook confused and the room qui ets.

DEGAN
Do you believe in God?
STUDENT #2
Yes.
DEGAN
The sane god | believe in or sonething
el se?
STUDENT #2
God. . . God.
DEGAN

You sure your god is ny god? Big G
not little g god?

STUDENT #2
VWha?

DEGAN
What god?

There are gasps and one student nutters.

SCARED STUDENT
Lord have nercy.
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11.

DEGAN
What god?

STUDENT #2
God.

Degan pauses. Sonme of the students are frightened and they
fidget in their seats, the one girl playing with her phone
starts to record Degan.

DEGAN
Do you think God mani pul ates you?
STUDENT #3
No.
CUT TO
FLASHBACK STARTS:
17 I NT. BEDSI DE HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY (2015) 17

VENESSA KI NG OLDER, sits catatonic in a wheelchair. DEGAN i s
sitting next to her, his head down, beggi ng God.

DEGAN
What do you want from ne?

FLASHBACK ENDS
CUT TO
18 INT. LECTURE HALL - SMALL COLLEGE - DAY 18
DEGAN hol ds out his enpty hand.

DEGAN
What does he want from you?

The classroomis starting to rebel agai nst Degan with non-
ver bal comruni cation; polite shrugging of their shoul ders and
their palnms up. Angry faces.

DEGAN
| s God good or bad?

STUDENT #3
He's good.

DEGAN
He?
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12.

STUDENT #3
HE!
DEGAN
Does anyone see God as a female? A
woman?
CUT TO
FLASHBACK STARTS:
| NT. HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY ROOM BEDSI DE - N GHT (2015) 19

From DEGAN s point of view, we see a FEMALE ONCOLOG ST

(WH TE, M D-FORTIES), standing over him The oncol ogist's
face comes in and out of the faint |light emanating fromthe
TV from across the room

ONCOLOG ST
There is nothing nore we can do. She
has a day-to-a-week |eft.

The oncol ogi st's face di ssol ves as she noves into the shadow.
FLASHBACK ENDS
CUT TGO

| NT. LECTURE HALL - SMALL COLLEGE - DAY 20

The students are worked up and their heads turn back and
forth, looking for affirmation fromtheir cl assmates.

DEGAN
| have seen the face of God. She has
no enpat hy, no conpassion. She is
vengeance.

The students VOCALLY DI SAPPROVE with a rising |level of
di sagr eenent .

DEGAN
Cl ose your eyes and w tness Cod!

DEGAN shuts his eyes. None of the students close their eyes.
The girl with the cell phone is capturing the entire nonent.

DEGAN
What do you see?

CUT TGO
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13.

FLASHBACK STARTS:
| NT. HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY ROOM BEDSI DE - DAY (2015)
The FEMALE ONCOLOG ST sits next to DEGAN at Venessa's
bedsi de. VENESSA' S face is backlit by the sun comng in the
wi ndow, Degan struggles to see her
FEMALE ONCOLOG ST
You m ght as well just take her to
hospi ce...nost patients with
glioblastoma only | ast a few weeks.
The femal e oncol ogist's face dissolves into the bright sun.
S| LENCE
DI SSCLVE TO :
| NT. HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY ROOM BEDSI DE- NI GHT (2015)

DEGAN hol ds the OLDER VENESSA in his arns. She has passed.
H s face drawn, danp fromtears, as he stares blankly.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL CHAPEL - NI GHT (2015)
DEGAN sobs, alone in a small hospital chapel.
DEGAN
(to hinself)
You have abandoned us.

The small candles flicker light on the chapel wall.

DEGAN (V. Q)
God tests you. Tries to break you.

FADE TO:
| NT. HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY ROOM BEDSI DE - DAY (2015)
The darkness and shadows of the hospital roomare |ightened
by flickering light and the appearance of an oncologist in a
gl ow ng white coat.
DEGAN (V. Q)

|'ve seen the true face of God.
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14.

The oncol ogist's face | eans into Degan, her smrky scow
reveals white teeth.

DEGAN (V. Q)
She's a mean bitch.

FLASHBACK ENDS
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. LECTURE HALL - SMALL COLLECE - DAY 25

Students are in a state of visible shock as they hear their
prof essor describe God as a nmean bitch.

The cell phone is still recording. DEGAN s eyes are cl osed
tight and his head is tilted back. H s arns raised.

DEGAN
What YOU see is what you have been
taught to see.

Degan throws down the bible.

DEGAN
You have constructed the i mage of God
fromindoctrination and col |l oqui alism

The stunned students are silent and the cell phone girl is
smling.

DEGAN
You nust cone to the realization that
There is no God!!

DI SSCLVE TQO
I NT. DEAN S OFFI CE - SMALL COLLEGE - N GHT 26

The col |l ege Dean, FILMORE McGW RE, a SI XTY- YEAR-OLD white
mal e, sits behind a very large desk in a dimy lit room
Behind himare footballs and trophies on a shelf. A |large
gold cross stands next to the shelf.

DEGAN sits in a chair on the other side of the desk, with his
head bowed.

DEAN MCGW RE
| know you' ve been going through a
hard tinme since your wife's death, so
| amgoing to just put you on |eave
( MORE)
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15.

DEAN MCGW RE ( CONT' D)
for the rest of the senester.

Degan raises his head. His eyes are puffy and red. He lets
out a DEEP BREATH. He | ooks at the Dean and pauses.

DEGAN
VWhat about tenure?

The Dean sniles, |ooks Degan in the eyes, and then |ooks to
the ceiling.

DEAN MCGW RE
|"msure if you have enough
publ i cations, you can nmake up for this
nmoment and the Provost will put it
asi de as a pedagogi cal experinent.

Degan puts his head back down.

DEGAN
And what if | don't? | haven't been
able to do any research with
everyt hi ng goi ng on...

DEAN MCGW RE
Publ i sh or perish.

FADE OUT/ I N:
EXT. APARTMENT COMPLEX - RURAL SOUTH - NI GHT 27

A nodest apartnent conplex is situated near a pond. It | ooks
like an old notel that was converted into apartnents.
Children's bicycles are scattered around the buil ding.

A few residents sit on the second-fl oor wal kway and | ook out
on the parking lot as DEGAN pulls in.

Degan parks his car. He opens up the trunk and grabs a box of
t ext books and other materials he rescued fromhis office. He
wal ks over to a dunpster and tosses the box in.

He heads back to his car and picks up anot her box of personal
itens he had on his desk. A franmed weddi ng picture of his
late wife rests gingerly on the top. He | eans the box up

agai nst the bunper as he shuts the trunk.

He lifts the box and turns to wal k toward the netal stairwell
that | eads to the second fl oor.
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VWOMAN ( O0)
You shoul d go hone.

Degan turns back to see the woman who just spoke to him
There is no one there. He turns back around and wal ks up the
stairwell. He takes a few steps up the stairwell.

WOVAN ( OC)
Go hone!

A bl ackbird's wings FLAP LOUDLY as the bird jettisons itself

fromthe rafters of the stairwell. Startled, Degan drops the

box and it falls down the stairwell. The picture franme slides
out of the box and CLANGS up against the railing.

DEGAN
Hey! Hey! Wo is that?!

No one responds. Degan wal ks to the bottom of the stairwell
and collects his things. He picks up the picture and inspects
it. The glass is broken.

CUT TO
I NT. DEGAN S APARTMENT ENTRANCE/ KI TCHEN - NI GHT 28

DEGAN unl ocks the door. He reaches down and picks up the box
pl aced at his feet. He walks into his apartnment, puts the box
down on the snmall table, and | ocks the door behind him

DEGAN
(to hinself)
What's wong with peopl e?

Degan picks up the broken picture frame fromthe top of the
box. He sets it on the table.

DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. APARTMENT - DEGAN S BEDROOM - NEXT MORNI NG 29
It is early nmorning and Degan's cell phone RI NGS. DEGAN
awakes from his sleep and grabs the phone on the nightstand,

he | ooks at the nunber it says, CANAJOHARI E. Degan hesit at es,
t hen answers the phone.

DEGAN
Hel | 0?
SPAM VO CE
As a menber of the Turtle O an of the
( MORE)
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17.

SPAM VO CE ( CONT' D)
Mohawk tribe, please support the
Warrior Woman Project, by donating
t oday. . .

Degan hangs up.
DEGAN
(to hinself)
What the fuck?
He puts the phone back on the nightstand.

The phone rings again. He picks it up, sane nunber.

DEGAN
(to hinself)
What ?

He rejects the call.

The phone rings again. Sanme nunber. Degan powers down the
phone.

DI SSCLVE TQO
| NT. / EXT. CAR/ PARKI NG LOT - DAY 30

DEGAN pulls up to a small diner, the BISCU T W SKET DI NER
The di ner resenbles a sea shanty that has seen better days.
As he gets out of his car, he is stopped by the SCARED
STUDENT who was in his class.

SCARED STUDENT
Dr. Brandt...| pray for you

The student wal ks away. Degan stands there for a second,
| ooks around the parking lot, and gets back in his car.

He doesn't drive away. He sits and | ooks out the wi ndow as if
he's in a safe space. He surveys the parking |lot for other
students. He spies three of his students wal king toward the
di ner's entrance.

He takes out his phone, to avoid | ooking at them He notices
he has one new nessage fromhis sister, Kateria, "call nme."

He calls. She answers.
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18.

KATERI A
(ON THE PHONE)
Degan.

DEGAN
Hey....are you sending ne all these
spam cal | s?! What the hell..
CUT TO
| NT. KITCHEN - KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 31

KATERI A is Degan's Native American step-sister, in her early
60s, sitting at the kitchen table of her hone.

KATERI A
Hatti e Canasatego di ed.
CUT TO
I NT. / EXT. CAR/ PARKI NG LOT - DAY 32

DEGAN is silent. He watches the three students wal king into
the diner. He can hear them LAUGH NG

KATERI A
(ON THE PHONE)
Degan?
DEGAN
What ?
KATERI A

(ON THE PHONE)
Did you hear ne?

DEGAN
Yeah.

KATERI A
(ON THE PHONE)
She had a heart attack.

DEGAN
Wiy are you telling ne..

I NT. KITCHEN - KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 33

KATERI A stands up and | ooks out the w ndow.
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19.
KATERI A
You needed to know.
CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. CAR/ PARKI NG LOT - DAY 34
DEGAN is silent. He starts the car.
KATERI A
(ON THE PHONE)

The funeral is Friday.

DEGAN
So what. | can't nake it.

KATERI A
(ON THE PHONE)
You should. The tribe is...hurting.

DEGAN
VWhat ?

CUT TO
I NT. - KITCHEN - KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 35

KATERI A pushes the curtain of the windowto the side and
| ooks out at the street.

CUT TGO
| NT. / EXT. W NDOW CURB - KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 36
They-An's truck is parked outside Kateria's house. THEY-AN is
| eani ng against the side of his truck. He is | ooking at
KATERI A in the w ndow.

KATERI A
Come hone, |'m hurting.

Kateria jiggles her canmera to show They-An she's on the
phone.

CUT TGO
| NT. / EXT. CAR/ PARKI NG LOT - DAY 37

DEGAN | eans back and | ooks up at the roof of the car.
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DEGAN
| haven't been hone in thirty-five
years.

KATERI A

(ON THE PHONE)
| know. It's tinme for you to cone
hore.

Degan doesn't respond.
CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. W NDOW CURB - KATERI A' S HOUSE - DAY 38

KATERI A shrugs her shoul ders at THEY- AN. They-An gets in his
truck.

CUT TO
I NT. / EXT. CAR/ PARKI NG LOT - DAY 39
DEGAN st ares ahead | ooki nhg at the diner

KATERI A
(ON THE PHONE)
Come hone when you can.

DEGAN
Ckay...bye. Stop sending ne spam
cal | s.

Degan hangs up and puts the phone in its hol der on the dash.
Just as he starts up the car, the phone rings again,
CANAJCOHARI E appears. He doesn't answer but lets it continue
to ring.

Degan stares blankly out of the car wi ndow and then focuses
on a wooden cross, planted near the front door, covered in
unlit Christmas |ights.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. LONGHOUSE - CANAJOHARI E - NI GHT 40
HATTIE s body is lying in state in a | onghouse. THEY-AN, in
cerenoni al dress, stands next to the open casket. He holds a
wooden bowl wi th burning tobacco inside. The snoke rises as
he waves it over her.

Behi nd They- An, H AWATHA, M NNIE, and SAGOY sit in folding
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chairs. Mnnie's head is covered in gauze. Sagoy i s weeping
uncontrol | ably. Hi awat ha holds his son tightly.

THEY- AN
| give you this one thought to keep
| amwth you still - | do not sleep.

| am a t housand wi nds that blow. ..
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. WATERFALL - CANAJOHARI E CREEK - DAY

Snow is falling. The creek waters flow rapidly underneath a
caked layer of ice.

HATTIE (O C.)
| amthe dianond glints on snow.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. FARM FI ELD - CANAJCHARI E - DAY

The wind blows the tall grass of a farner's field overl ooking
the town of Canajoharie.

HATTIE (O C.)
| amthe sunlight on ripened grain.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. DOWNTOM CANAJOHARI E ART GALLERY PARK - DAY

Rain collects in a fountain outside the Art Gallery across
the street fromthe abandoned Beech-Nut pl ant.

HATTIE (Q C.)
| amthe gentle autum rain.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. LONGHOUSE - CANAJOHARI E - NI GHT

THEY- AN conti nues to wave the tobacco bow across HATTIE s
body.

THEY- AN
When you awaken in the norning s hush.

DI SSCLVE TO
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EXT. CANAJCHARI E CREEK "BO LI NG POT" - DAY 45

The "Boiling Pot" is a basin of water, that whirlpools in the
path of the creek. The water circles slowy in the rock
formation. Birds drink fromthe water and fly away, above the
creek.

HATTIE (O C.)
| amthe swift, uplifting rush
of quiet birds in circled flight.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. / EXT. METHODI ST CHURCH - DOWNTOWN CANAJOHARI E - DAY 46

The stars can be seen through the broken wi ndows of the | ocal
Met hodi st church. The stained glass franes the night sky.

HATTIE (Q C.)
| amthe soft stars that shine at
ni ght.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. CANAJCOHARI E BURI AL SI TE - DAY 47

A small circle of residents and fam |y gather around the
burial site. H AWATHA hol ds the hands of his two children,
SAGOY and M NNI E. THEY- AN waves the snoking bow and sets it
on her grave.

KATERI A is in attendance. She stands away fromthe group,
crying, and visibly upset.
HATTIE (O C.)
Do not think of nme as gone -
| amw th you still - in each new
dawn.

They- An, places the tobacco bowl on the grave. Kateria tries
to make eye contact with They-An, but he keeps his head down
and wal ks away.

The group breaks up and disperses. Kateria wal ks to her car,
turns, and watches the snoke fromthe bow continue to rise.

FADE QUT/ I N:
| NT. DEGAN S APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM - EVENI NG 48

It is late at night. DEGAN is sitting on an old couch in his

07-30-2023



23.

apartnment. He pours the remains of a bottle of Scotch into a
gl ass and takes a drink. He sets the glass down on an end
tabl e next to him

Degan's laptop is already open on the couch, he picks it up
and puts it on his |lap. Degan types CANAJOHARI E H GH SCHOCL
1983 into the FACEBOOK search. No page pops up, but pictures
of his classmates do, and one is of HATTI E CANASATEGO.

He searches CANASATEGO and a few pages appear. Her full nane,
JI GONHATEE CANASATEGO i s |isted.

DEGAN
| could never say her real nane.
Ji gonhat ee. What a nout hf ul

Degan clicks onto her page. The last post is a picture of her
and her grandchildren sitting on the porch of her house. She
i s huggi ng the children.

The post says, "My pride and joy!"

DEGAN
Ww. She aged.

Degan clicks on Hattie's photos.

DEGAN
Holy crap.

Hatti e has dozens and dozens of photos from 1983. Many of the
pi ctures are of Degan and Hattie together.

Hi s phone, resting on the couch, erupts....it is the SPAM
call from CANAJOHARIE. He | ooks at the phone as it vibrates
and rings. He answers this tine.

DEGAN
Goddami t . .

SPAM VA CE
As a nenber of the Haudenosaunee
Mohawk tribe, please support the
Warrior Woman Project. ...

Degan hangs up. He sets the phone back down next to him
Degan clicks out of FACEBOOK and uses Safari. He searches

WARRI CR WOMAN PRQJECT. A few pages pop up, one includes
Hattie's nane. He clicks it.
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The WARRI OR WOMAN PRQJECT website has a picture of Hattie on
the front page. It says, "IN MEMORIUM TO A GREAT | ROQUA S
CLAN MOTHER. "

The picture of Hattie is recent. She is wearing a cerenonial
headdress and holding a tribal war club. She has a serious
expressi on on her face.

DEGAN
(1 aughs)
She was sonet hi ng.

A bl ackbird CRASHES into the wi ndow across the room Degan
jolts back, knocking his drink off the end table.

DEGAN
Holy shit!

The phone erupts....it is another SPAM call from CANAJOHARI E
Degan hits the cancel button, powers down his phone.

He sits for a nonent, taking a breath. He closes the conputer
and stands up. He wal ks into the kitchen and then returns
with a towel. He kneels down and cleans up the spill, by
soppi ng up the wasted scotch with the towel.

The glass is not broken, he puts it back on the end table. He
stands up, takes the glass and wal ks back into the kitchen.

He returns with a beer.

He sits on the couch, opens the beer, takes a sip, setting
the beer on the end table. He |ifts the conmputer screen and
returns to Facebook.

He scrolls to find a picture of Hattie and Degan sitting in
the "Boiling Pot' during a hot sumer day.

Hattie is wearing a one-piece bathing suit, her hair is tied
into a ponytail and her face beamng with a smle. He reaches
over and picks up the beer. He takes a swig, |ooks at the

pi cture again.

DEGAN
| was a | ucky man.

He puts the beer back on the table then scrolls sone nore. A

little red dot on the notifications icon appears. He clicks
the icon.
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Degan sees a friend request from They-An. He hesitates, then
accepts the request. He opens up They-An's page.

They-An's | ast post is a picture of Hattie with the words,
"Pl ease cone hone, and say goodbye to Hattie."

Degan cl oses the conputer

DI SSOLVE TO
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EXT. BEECH NUT FACTORY - DAY
The remai ns of the Beech-Nut Factory welconme new visitors to
the town, as they drive into the village. The building is a
| arge white nmonolith to a better tinme. The front gate is
| ocked and a sign says KEEP OUT.

CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. DEGAN S CAR - VILLAGE OF CANAJOHARI E - DAY
DEGAN drives down the main street, stopping at the traffic
light. There are no cars parked on the street and all the
stores are closed except for a small pizza shop and an
anti que store.
Degan i s speechl ess and | ooks conf used.
At the end of the main street is a derelict apartnent
building with a scattering of residents sitting on the steps
of the entrance to the building.

CUT TO
EXT. STEPS OF AN APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY
A 20-ish-year-old WH TE WOMAN i s passed out on the steps of
the apartnment building. A TODDLER sits next to her as the
child grabs her jacket and pulls it.

CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. DEGAN S CAR - VILLAGE OF CANAJOHARI E - DAY

DEGAN can't help but stare at the TODDLER The |ight changes
and a sem -truck pulls up behind Degan and beeps the horn.

CUT TO
EXT. STEPS OF AN APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY
The 20-ish-year-old WH TE WOVAN awakes, and gives the finger
to DEGAN, returning back to her repose. The TODDLER waves.
The HORN BLARES agai n.

CUT TQO
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| NT. / EXT. DEGAN S CAR - VILLAGE OF CANAJCHARI E - DAY
DEGAN drives past the apartnment conplex and down a few
streets to the home of They-An. The house is worn and the
front porch is cluttered wth junk.

CUT TO
I NT. KITCHEN - THEY- AN S HOUSE - DAY

THEY-AN is in his kitchen when DEGAN KNOCKS. He puts down a
bag of frozen french fries. Wpes his hands.

CUT TO
EXT. FRONT DOOR THEY- AN' S HOUSE - DAY
DEGAN KNOCKS on the door agai n.

CUT TO
| NT. KI TCHEN - THEY- AN S HOUSE - DAY

THEY-AN i s hesitant to answer the door. He w pes his hands on
his pants and | eaves the kitchen.

CUT TGO
| NT. / EXT. FRONT DOOR THEY- AN S HOUSE - DAY

THEY- AN opens the door. There is an unconfortable silence as
nei ther man responds right away.

DEGAN
M . Canasat ego.

They-An is visibly noved by DEGAN s presence. He takes a step
back.

DEGAN
It's nme...Degan Brandt.

THEY- AN
| know.

They- An takes a nmonment to | ook at Degan.

THEY- AN
Come in.

They-an opens the door wi der and notions to Degan to cone in.
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CUT TO
I NT. LI'VING ROOM - THEY-AN S HOUSE - DAY

DEGAN t akes a few steps and stands in the mddle of the
[iving room

THEY- AN cl oses the door behi nd Degan.
THEY- AN
Have a seat. | have to turn off the
oven.

They- An goes back to the kitchen.

CUT TO
| NT. KITCHEN - THEY- AN'S HOUSE - DAY
THEY- AN, turns off the oven, picks up the bag of frozen
french fries, and puts themin the freezer. After he shuts
the door, he stands in the kitchen not sure what to do.

CUT TO
| NT. LI'VING ROOM - THEY- AN S HOUSE - DAY

DEGAN sits down. He | ooks around the room noticing old
pictures of Hattie and newer ones with the grandchil dren.

THEY- AN returns and nervously wal ks over to the couch.

THEY- AN
It is good to see you.

He sits down.
DEGAN
It is good to see you. It's been a
long tinme, chief.

They- An pauses at the sound of the word CHH EF, his expression
fixes as he draws a breath

THEY- AN
Time is relative.

Degan nods.
THEY- AN

Hatti e has sunmoned you here.
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Degan' s expressi on changes.

DEGAN
She' s dead.

THEY- AN
She i s not.

They- An rai ses his arns.

THEY- AN
She is a Geat Spirit.

They- An | ooks up toward the ceiling.
Unconfortabl e sil ence.

THEY- AN
D d you wal k around the town on your
way here?

DEGAN
| drove.

THEY- AN
Then you saw how | onely this place has
been wi thout you. Since you left, this
town has slowy died.

Degan nods.

THEY- AN

She has been | onely w thout you.
DEGAN

Canaj ohari e?
THEY- AN

Hattie.
DEGAN

Wth all due respect, | thought she

was narri ed.

THEY- AN
She never marri ed.

DEGAN

What about Billy? Billy Wbster,
weren't they dating?
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They- An picks up a book fromthe coffee table and waves it at

Degan.

THEY- AN
She was the last of the pure Iroquois
fromthis valley.

DEGAN
VWhat ?

THEY- AN
She knew not to marry no one ot her
t han her own ki nd.

DEGAN
She never said she was an Iroquois
chief...or whatever.

They- An drops the book. .. THUD

SI LENCE

THEY- AN

She kept nany secrets from you.
DEGAN

Secrets?
THEY- AN

And you kept secrets from her.
DEGAN

Li ke what ?
THEY- AN

You marri ed.

DEGAN
| did. The love of ny life.

THEY- AN
You were the love of Hattie' s life.

DEGAN
|"msorry, They-An. | don't know what
to say. Hattie and | dated in high
school...that was it.

THEY- AN
She dreaned of you many tines.
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DEGAN
VWhat ?

THEY- AN
She is far greater than you know.

Degan stands up.

DEGAN
" msorry..

Degan turns to wal k out the door.

DEGAN
Maybe | ought to go.

They- An doesn't nove.

THEY- AN
We are glad you are here. She will be
pl eased.

Degan opens the door and stands in the doorway.

DEGAN
Thank you Chief...1'"Il stop by later
after | settle in back hone.

THEY- AN
She and the town are one.

Degan doesn't respond but turns and wal ks out.
CUT TO
EXT. CURB QUTSI DE THEY- AN S HOUSE - DAY 62
DEGAN wal ks away fromthe house, |ooking confused and
paranoi d. He stops at his car and turns quickly to | ook back
at They-An's house. He exam nes the wi ndows for any faces

| ooki ng back. He doesn't see anyone.

He takes a nmonment to | ook down the street. No one is wal ki ng
and only one car is parked at the curb.

The sound of a MOURNI NG DOVE taunts Degan as he gets into his
car.

CUT TO
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EXT. DRI VEWAY OF KATERI A' S HOUSE - DAY 63

DEGAN pulls into the driveway of Kateria' s house. He opens up
the trunk and takes out a suitcase, setting it on the ground.
He reaches into the trunk and opens up a cooler. Inside the
cooler is a bottle of Scotch and a handgun. He takes both.

He puts the handgun in the pocket of his suitcase. He sets
the Scotch on the ground next to the suitcase then shuts the
t runk.

KATERI A
Good to see you, little brother.
Degan j unps.
DEGAN
Jesus!

KATERI A sm | es at her brother and hugs him

KATERI A
Alittle late...but good enough.

DEGAN
It's been a whil e.

Kateria continues to hug her brother. H's tenseness eases and
he enbraces Kateria a little harder.

DEGAN
M ssed you.

The two enjoy the enbrace and then let go. Kateria w pes away
tears.

KATERI A
' msorry about Venessa.

DEGAN
It's been tough.

KATERI A
You shouldn't have done it alone. |'m
sorry.

DEGAN
It is what it is.

Kateria picks up the suitcase.
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KATERI A
It doesn't have to be.

Degan reaches down for the bottle of Scotch and picks it up

KATERI A
Wait until you see what |'ve done with
Dad' s ol d house.

DEGAN
Looks t he sane.

KATERI A
Not hing is the same w thout you

Kateria wal ks toward the house with the suitcase. The COO of
t he nmourni ng dove draws Degan's attention as he foll ows
Kat eri a.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. CANAJOHARI E CREEK - NI GHT 64

A turtle's head appears fromthe cal mwater that has ponded
at a bend in the creek. The noonlight reflects off its back
as it leaves the water and enters into the tall grass.

A younger HATTIE stands naked on the rocks. She raises up her
arns and | eans her head back. The npbon seens to gl ow
brighter.

The wi nd picks up and the | eaves rustle around her as if
running to her.

CUT TO
| NT. DEGAN S BEDROOM - KATERI A' S HOUSE - NI GHT 65
Degan's bedroomis covered in posters fromthe 1980s. The
| arge bed is situated on one wall and on the opposite wall is
the only wi ndow. A desk and chair are neatly positioned
bet ween the w ndow and the door.
It is dark in the bedroom except for the street |ight that
brightens the wall of Degan's bedside. DEGAN i s w de awake,
staring at the ceiling. Leaves brush up agai nst the bedroom
w ndow. A nourni ng dove COCS.
He turns his head to | ook at the w ndow.

CUT TGO
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EXT. CANAJOHARI E CREEK - NI GHT 66

HATTI E continues to rai se her hands and turn on the rocks.

HATTI E
Ronkwe!
Yakonkwe!
Enhskat !
CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. DEGAN S BEDROOM - KATERI A'S HOUSE - NI GHT 67

The nourni ng dove appears outside the wi ndow, COO NG The
bird is standing on the w ndow | edge.

DEGAN sits up in bed and watches the bird. He stands and
wal ks over to the wi ndow. He unhooks the latch. The bird
flies awnay.

Degan pushes the w ndow upward and sits down in a chair to
| ook down at the street. A cool breeze rushes into the room

CUT TO
EXT. CANAJOHARI E CREEK - N GHT 68
HATTIE i s danci ng on the nossy rocks.
HATTI E
Ronkwe!
Yakonkwe!
Enhskat !
CUr TO
| NT. / EXT. DEGAN S BEDROOM - KATERI A'S HOUSE - NI GHT 69

The mourning dove is on the roof above the wi ndow, COO NG
| oudly.

DEGAN reaches over to the desk by the chair and picks up his
cell phone. He turns it on. The picture of Venessa appears on
his home screen. She is smling.

The mourni ng dove drops to the window sill and | ooks at

Degan. It flies off.
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DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. RI VER ROCKS - CANAJOHARI E CREEK - NI GHT

HATTI E has di sappeared. The creek flows rapidly in the
nmoonl i ght and the SOUND OF RUSHI NG WATER rises in the valley.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. DEGAN' S BEDROOM - KATERI A'S HOUSE - N GHT

DEGAN puts down the phone, rests his head on his closed fist,
and | ooks out the w ndow.

FADE QUT:
I NT. KITCHEN I N KATERI A' S HOUSE - MORNI NG
KATERI A is standing next to the counter near the coffee pot.
She's drinking a cup of coffee when she hears her BROTHER S
FOOTSTEPS and turns to pour coffee into a travel nug.
DEGAN enters the room

DEGAN
Mor ni ng.

KATERI A
Don't sit down.

DEGAN
Wiy? | want a cup of coffee.

Kateria turns to show Degan she's pouring coffee into a
travel nug.

KATERI A
Let's take it on the road.
DEGAN
Cnron...l want to get sonething to
eat .
KATERI A
W will.
DEGAN

| haven't shower ed.

KATERI A
Don't worry about it.
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Kateria puts the coffee pot back.

KATERI A
Want anything in it?

DEGAN.
No.

KATERI A
X, let's go.

They | eave the kitchen and head out the door.
CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. KATERIA'S CAR - CANAJOHARI E - DAY 73

The streets are enpty and KATERIA pulls up to an enpty field.
They drink their coffee in the parked car.

DEGAN
| knew they got rid of the high
school, but man...this is weird.

KATERI A

Thi ngs just disappear around here.
DEGAN

It was a pretty old building.
KATERI A

Wait until you see the new school.
DEGAN

So, where do peopl e work now?
KATERI A

They still work at Beech-Nut. Beech-

Nut only noved twenty mles fromhere
to another town. Left us without a tax
base. Mdst noved to Ansterdam

DEGAN
It's a ghost town.

KATERI A
It's not that bad, yet.

DEGAN
Met h heads.
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KATERI A
It's been an epi dem c.

DEGAN
| can't believe | grew up here.

KATERI A
Hey. ..

Kateria turns and | ooks at DEGAN with a ook that is nmeant to
shut hi m up.

KATERI A
You pani cked. You saw all of this |ike
Ceorge Bailey in It's a Wnderful Life
and you got scared. Chickenshit.

DEGAN
VWhat ?

KATERI A
You coul dn't bear the thought of being
stuck here in this town all your life,
like me.

DEGAN
Hey. ..

KATERI A
You got scared and took off. As soon
as you graduated, you left the country
and didn't | ook back.

DEGAN
Maybe. .. but | cane back.

KATERI A
Not until Venessa died, and you cane
back to run away from Europe. You
didn't even cone hone, you went to
teach at sone bullshit Southern
school

DEGAN
|'"'mhere, aren't |? | came back.

Kateria takes a sip of her coffee and | ooks away from her
br ot her .

KATERI A
| m ssed you. Dad and Mom m ssed you.
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DEGAN
VWhat's done is done.

Kateria and Degan sit still for an unconfortable nonent.

KATERI A
" m gl ad you' re back

DEGAN
|"mstarving, | thought you said we
were going to get sonething to eat.

KATERI A
Yeah, yeah...figured we finish our
first cups, then head to Tony's.

DEGAN
Tony's is still open? I"'mfine with
McDonal ds.
KATERI A
Tony' s.
CUT TO
| NT. TONY' S DI NER - DOMTOAN CANAJOHARI E - MORNI NG 74

Tony's Diner is a small restaurant on Main Street. The
interior is a conbination of Italian/Anmerican idolatry and
early settlers.

TONY PECORA, a 50i sh-year-old man, is behind the counter with
his 30-year-old daughter, MARY GRIANO. Mary is cleaning the
grill while Tony is making coffee.

An ol der couple is sitting at the table by the wi ndow. They
are eating a breakfast of scranbled eggs when KATERI A and
DEGAN wal k i n.

Tony | ooks up and sees Kateria. He smles until he recogni zes
Degan, and then quickly returns to maki ng coffee.

KATERI A
Tony.

TONY
Kat eri a.

Mary hears Kateria's voice and stops her cleaning, picks up a

wai ter's pad, and wal ks out of the kitchen area toward the
di ni ng area.
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MARY
Hell o, M ss Brandt. Usual ?

KATERI A
Nah, let's see a nenu.

Mary turns around and plucks a menu fromthe side of the
counter. Degan and Kateria sit down.

KATERI A
Thi s place hasn't changed nuch

DEGAN
Everyt hi ng has changed.

KATERI A
Yeah. . . maybe.

Mary arrives wth nenus.

DEGAN
Hi .
MARY
H. |I'mMary and wel cone to Tony's.

Kateria is one of our favorite guests.

KATERI A
| do spend a lot of tine here. Mary,
this is ny brother, Degan

MARY
Well, hello. Kateria tal ks about you
all the time. Dr. Brandt.

DEGAN
Nice to neet you

MARY
Well, it's good to nmeet you in person.
| feel like | know you al ready.

DEGAN

That's a bit scary. I"'mafraid of what
she m ght have said about ne.

39.

Mary smles. Tony smles, suspiciously m nding his business

behi nd the counter and avoi ds eye contact.
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(to Degan)
Cof f ee?

DEGAN

Yes, pl ease.

Mary goes to the counter to get the coffee pot.

KATERI A
Tony's done okay without the factory
crowd.

DEGAN

Has to be tough. You are probably one
of his only regul ars.

KATERI A
There's Billy and Meara over there.
DEGAN
Billy?
(1 ooks)

Billy Wheeler...holy crap. | didn't
recogni ze him Ww.

Mary returns with coffee. She overturns Kateria' s mug and

pours.

KATERI A
Mary is Tony's daughter.

MARY
Yes, nm'am

DEGAN
D d you graduate here?

MARY
Cl ass of o-four.

Mary turns over Degan's nmug and starts pouring.

MARY
Cr eanf?

DEGAN
No, |I'm good. Thank you.

40.

Mary takes out two creaners from her snock and puts them on

t he saucer of Mary's cup.
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KATERI A
Thank you.

MARY
"Il give ya a mnute, but our speci al
today is rancheros. | learned howto

make them and they are pretty good if
you don't m nd ne braggi ng.

KATERI A
VWll, I"'msold. I'll take 'em

DEGAN
(picking up the nenu)
G ve ne a mnute.

Tony | ooks up. Kateria notices Tony and tries to get Tony's
attention by waving at him Tony shakes his head.

H awat ha, M nnie, and Sagoy wal k in the door. M nnie scanpers
forward and runs to the bakery counter. Inside the gl ass
cabi net are hal f-nmoon cooki es and cupcakes.

Hi awat ha points to a table in the back

H AWATHA
Sagoy. Go sit there.

Sagoy sheepishly wal ks to the table.

KATERI A
Hi , H awat ha.

Kat eria chuckl es. Degan | ooks up fromthe nenu to see
Hi awat ha.

H AWATHA
Kat .

Hi awat ha i gnores Degan and | unbers to the bakery counter to
stop Mnnie fromtaking a stack of napkins fromthe top of
t he shel f.

HI AWATHA
M nni e, no..
(To Tony)
Hey, Tony.

TONY
Hi awat ha.
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M NN E
| want one.

H AWATHA
No...sit down wth your brother.

M nnie skips to the back table. H awatha foll ows.
Degan | ooks over at Tony. Their eyes neet.
FLASHBACK TO
75 EXT. CANAJOHARI E H GH SCHOOL FOOTBALL GAME - 1983 - DAY 75
Near the bl eachers of the football field, a younger TONY
throws a punch at a younger DEGAN and hits himsnmack in the

face. Degan falls to the ground, bleeding fromhis nose.
Hattie runs up to Tony and pushes hi m away.

HATTI E
Tony! Tony! Stop this!
CUT TO
76 INT. TONY' S DINER - DOAMNTOAN CANAJOHARI E - MORNI NG 76

DEGAN | ooks back down at the nenu. Mary returns to the table.

MARY
Did you make up your m nd?
DEGAN
Yeah, 1'll take those rancheros. Can

get a side of hash browns too?

MARY
Sure thing. Anything el se?

DEGAN
um ..orange juice...orange juice.

MARY
Com ng right up.

Degan hands back the menu. He picks up his coffee and starts
to sip.

DEGAN
Tony. | al nost forgot about that guy.
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Seens he hasn't forgotten about you.

DEGAN
What a dick. He was al ways j eal ous. He
had a crush on Hattie.

KATERI A
He never got over it. He kept trying.

Mary returns.

MARY
Here's your orange juice.

DEGAN
Thanks.

Mary sets the orange juice down and wal ks away.
KATERI A

H awat ha, the guy in the back, is
Hattie's son.

DEGAN
HER SON? | thought she didn't marry?
KATERI A
She didn't.
Degan freezes.
KATERI A

Didn't you know?

Degan's attention is drawn to the table in the back.

DEGAN
| was on her Facebook page. | saw the
pi ctures.

KATERI A

Didn't hit hone, did it? Until now.

DEGAN
No. Not really. She never married?

KATERI A
Never .

43.

Degan | ooks back at Kateria. She has a strange | ook on her
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face, the cat wth the canary.

KATERI A
She never marri ed.

Degan | ooks per pl exed.

DEGAN
VWho's the father?

Mary arrives with the food.

MARY
Here you go. | hope you like it.
KATERI A
|"msure we wll.
DEGAN
Thank you.
KATERI A
Thank you.

Mary wal ks away. Degan doesn't eat but sits attentively
waiting for Kateria to | ook back at him

KATERI A
|'"d be careful if | were you. Tony
pr obabl y poi soned your food.

She takes a bite of the rancheros.

KATERI A
It's good.

Degan stares at Kateri a.

DEGAN
VWho's the father?

KATERI A
No one knows. She never sai d.

DEGAN
No one knows?

KATERI A
It's kind of |like the i muacul ate
conception. At least, that's how we've
come to think of it.
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DEGAN
What ?

KATERI A
VWl l, she gave birth in nineteen
ei ghty-four.

Degan's face tightens. He | ooks over at Hi awatha, then at
Tony. Tony makes eye contact. He | ooks back at Kateri a.

KATERI A
Those are her grandchil dren.

Kateria isn't smling but | ooks down at her food as she
speaks.

KATERI A
1984. It was a good year.

Kateria uses her fork, cuts a bitesize piece of the rancheros
and eats it.

KATERI A
It was an i mmacul ate conception. No
one ever claimed to be the father and
she never told anyone.

Degan takes a sip of coffee, listening intently. Kateria puts
down her fork and | ooks Degan in the eye.

KATERI A
She gave birth about nine nonths after
you | eft. Funny how that worked out.

Awkwar d sil ence, then Degan gets up and wal ks out of the
restaurant.

FADE OUT:
EXT. QUTSIDE TONY' S DI NER - MORNI NG 77
A visually shaken DEGAN wal ks down the street toward the Art
Gallery. He zips up his coat and puts his hands in his
pocket, head down, he wal ks fast.

DI SSOLVE TO

FLASHBACK STARTS:
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| NT. / EXT. THE BACKSEAT OF DEGAN S CAR - CANAJOHARI E - NIGHT 78
(1983)

The noonlight reveals two naked bodies in the backseat of a
1980 Pontiac Gand Prix. DEGAN and HATTIE are in the throes
of making | ove.

HATTI E
Degan. . .

The | ovenaki ng i s sweet but adol escent and awkward. It ends
abruptly.

HATTI E
| |love you.

Degan sits up and shares a blanket with Hattie.

DEGAN
| love you.
HATTI E
You will be ny one and only.

She ki sses him Degan hugs her and nervously | ooks out the
Wi ndow.

DEGAN
W got to go.

HATTI E
Pl ease, don't let this nonent end.

FLASHBACK ENDS

FADE QUT:
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EXT. GARDEN BENCH QUTSI DE ART GALLERY - DAY

DEGAN sits alone in the garden. In front of himis a statue
of a naked woman in the mddle of a fountain. The fountain is
enpty and i s show ng aged negl ect.

Across the street is the abandoned factory. A car passes by.

KATERI A wal ks into the garden and sits down on the bench next
t o Degan.

KATERI A
You stuck me with the bill.

DEGAN
Sorry.

Kateria reaches in her pocket and takes out a mint from
Tony's restaurant, unwaps it, and puts it in her nouth.

DEGAN
| | oved Venessa, | never felt the sane
way about Hatti e.

KATERI A
It's not about you.

DEGAN
Seens like it.

KATERI A
Look at that factory.

Across the street is the Beech-Nut plant. The once-bri ght-
white siding of the building is dirty and the wi ndows are
br oken.

KATERI A
Wthout it, this town is shit. W have
crack houses, honel essness, nothing to
be proud of.

Degan sits back.
KATERI A
That conpany left town; noved down the
river, and they never skipped a beat.

A |l arge truck passes between them and the pl ant.
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KATERI A
Meanwhi | e, our soul was gutted. Qur
hearts were broken. W have | ost our
identity.

Kateria offers a mnt to Degan. He takes it.

KATERI A
W will never be the sane, now that
the factory is gone.

Degan unw aps t he candy.

KATERI A
The hi gh school needs teachers. No one
wants to stay here.

Degan puts the candy in his nouth.

KATERI A
We could really use you now.

DEGAN
| don't want to teach high school. I
don't want to |live here.

KATERI A
Maybe ot her people want you to live
here. Like your son and grandchil dren.

DEGAN
Holy shit. Grandchil dren.

Kateria takes a | ong pause, | ooks at her brother, then | ooks
back at the factory.

KATERI A
You need to talk with They-An.

DEGAN
He's crazy. | talked to him

KATERI A
He knows what's what. Talk to him

DEGAN
What's he going to say?

KATERI A
What you don't want to hear.
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Degan shakes hi s head.
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. DRI VEWAY AT THEY- AN S HOUSE - DAY 80

KATERI A pulls up to They-An's house and DEGAN gets out. She
drives away. Degan hesitantly wal ks up to the front door.

CUT TGO
| NT. / EXT. FRONT DOOR - THEY-AN S HOUSE - DAY 81

DEGAN knocks and there is no answer. He knocks again and the
door opens. THEY-AN stands quietly. The noment is awkward.

DEGAN
They- An. Can we tal k?

They- An steps back and nmotions with his hand for Degan to
come in.

Bef ore Degan can tal k...

THEY- AN
Sit.

DEGAN
I wa.

THEY- AN
Qui et.

Degan sits down in a large recliner. He |l eans back and it
extends accidentally.

DEGAN
OH .man..l'msorry..

THEY- AN
Qui et.
They- An sits down on the couch.
THEY- AN
|"ve been waiting for your return for

many years. You have broken ny heart
many ti nes.

They- An takes out a pipe and begins to fill it with tobacco.
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THEY- AN
Hattie is so special. She was a
prophecy, a gift fromthe G eat
Spirit. Inthe circle of life, we are
al | connect ed.

They- An uses his fingers to denonstrate.

THEY- AN
There are four sections of the circle.
Physi cal, Enotional, Mental,
Spiri tual

They-An |ights the pipe.

THEY- AN
Hatti e has noved fromthe physi cal
formto the spiritual form It was her
| ove for her grandchildren that sent
her spirit free.

They- An gives the pipe to Degan. Degan sits up. He struggles
with the chair but manages to sit up

THEY- AN
You knew her when she was in the
enotional stage of the circle.

Degan takes a drag on the pipe.

THEY- AN
She found | ove with you.

The tobacco snoke rises to the ceiling.

THEY- AN
You al so created her nental
chal | enges. She refused to say your
name to anyone. Even her child.

Degan is getting high fromthe tobacco and his head bobs as
he tries to stay alert.

THEY- AN
Your chil d.

They- An grabs a picture frame fromthe coffee table. It is a
picture of Hattie with infant H awat ha.

THEY- AN
| feared when you'd return. But she
( MORE)
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THEY- AN ( CONT' D)
has sumoned you here. Your sin has

cone hone.
DEGAN
"' m sorry.
THEY- AN
No. She is happy. W nust be happy for
her .
DEGAN
| don't |ove her.
THEY- AN
Shussh. ..l et the snoke | ead you to

your true enot i ons.

DEGAN
| loved ny wife, Venessa.

THEY- AN
You can | ove nore than one, at many
times in life.

DEGAN
Hattie was ny past. | was her past.

THEY- AN
Let Hattie speak to you, then you tell
me. Breathe...
Degan sinks backward in the chair.
DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. CANAJOHARI E CREEK - NI GHT 82

The sound of RUSH NG WATER and WOOD FLUTES m x with HATTIE s
VO CE as she |ies naked on the rocks, |ooking skyward.

HATTI E
Peace. . .

Love is not a crine, as would the
stars be crim nal.

Hattie's eyes turn into pools of water, circling in the bend
of the creek.
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HATTI E
| have felt your pain. The pain of
true | ove vani shing before your eyes.

A wol f appears at the creek edge, transform ng into Venessa.

VENESSA
Time is like water. We lose it to the
sky, brought back in tears, and shared
to bring us life.

You can love again, intinme, it wll
all return again.

Venessa fades away and Hattie appears.

HATTI E
| give you our son.

I nffant Hi awatha rests in Hattie' s hands.
HATTI E
| F YOU BELIEVE IN HHM you will have
everlasting life.

The baby opens his eyes and hisses |ike a cat.

VENESSA
| F NOT...you wll face eternity al one.
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. LARGE FLAT ROCKS I N CANAJOHARI E CREEK - DAY 83

The creek is enpty of water, it is barren and dry. DEGAN
awakes, naked on the rocks. The bright |light of the sun and
t he hangover effect of the tobacco makes it difficult for
Degan to see. He struggles to roll over.

CUT TO
EXT. OVERLOXK CLI FF - CANAJCHARI E CREEK - DAY 84
Froma cliff overlooking the creek, THEY- AN wat ches DEGAN
awake. They-An steps back fromthe cliff's edge and wal ks
down a path to a waiting truck. TONY PECORA is in the truck
They-An gets in and they drive off.

CUT TO
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EXT. STREET OUTSI DE OF KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 85

Garbage bins line the street. A garbage truck is in the
di stance collecting the trash. DEGAN i s hiding behind one of
the bins. He is naked.

As he scurries frombin to bin, he opens the lids and | ooks
i nside, finding nothing he can use to cover hinself.

He opens one of the lids and sees a cardboard twel ve-pack
beer case. He grabs and flattens it, covering his private
parts, and runs down the street to Kateria's house.
He runs to the door and knocks frantically.
CUT TO
| NT. FRONT DOOR OF KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 86

KATERI A conmes to the door in a hurry. She | ooks through the
bl i nds and sees her brother, |aughs, and then opens the door.

KATERI A
Were the hell have you been?

DEGAN doesn't say anything but runs upstairs to his bedroom
CUT TO
| NT. DEGAN S BEDROOM - KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 87

DEGAN t hrows down the cardboard and grabs underwear fromhis
sui t case.

KATERI A wal ks i n.

KATERI A
Did you get drunk?

DEGAN
| ' mout of here.

KATERI A
What happened?

DEGAN
There's sonme weird shit goi ng down.

KATERI A
You spoke with They- An.
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Degan grabs a pair of jeans and puts them on.

DEGAN
He drugged ne.

KATERI A
He's getting even wth you for getting
hi s daughter pregnant and | eaving her.

Degan zips up his jeans, stops for a nonent, and | ooks at
Kat eri a.

DEGAN
You can't prove that's ny kid..

KATERI A
You're lucky he didn't kill you

Degan sits down on the bed.

KATERI A
You do realize he is the chief?

DEGAN
The tribe doesn't exist anynore, and
this is not sovereign land. This isn't
Onondaga.

KATERI A
That's about to change.

Degan gets back up and wal ks toward his suitcase to get a t-
shirt.

DEGAN
VWhat's he going to do, start a new
tribe?

KATERI A
Yup...well, actually...he's starting

up the old one. The really old one.
Degan grabs a shirt and puts it on.

DEGAN
A d one? Like, the Iroquois |onghouse,
Upper Castle tribe?

KATERI A
The very one. Seens |ike They-An and
Hattie did their homework. They are
( MORE)
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KATERI A ( CONT' D)
the last of the Mhicans. For real.

Degan sits down on the bed.

DEGAN
Legit?

KATERI A
The attorneys and the state pretty
much are about to finalize it. | think

it has a lot to do with casi nos.

DEGAN
Casi nos?

KATERI A
What do you do with a five hundred
t housand square foot enpty factory?
You rezone it into an | ndi an
Reservation and turn it into a casino.

DEGAN
Holy shit.

Kat eri a sl aps Degan on the thigh.

KATERI A
| think They-An has plans for you.

Degan | ays back down on the bed.

DEGAN
| have a son

KATERI A
You have grandchil dren.

Kateria | eaves the room
KATERI A
Take a shower and |'ll cook you up
sonme breakf ast.
Degan sits up.

DEGAN
My phone!
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EXT. STREET OUTSI DE OF KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 88

The garbage collectors stop in front of the house. One of the
guys carries a plastic bag to the front door and knocks.

CUT TO
| NT. / EXT. FRONT DOOR OF KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 89
KATERI A opens the door and takes the garbage bag w thout
saying a word. She shuts the door and wal ks up to Degan's
room
CUT TO
| NT. DEGAN S BEDROOM - KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 90

KATERI A knocks on the door frane, then tosses the garbage bag
at DEGAN. He catches it.

Kat eri a wal ks back downstairs.

Degan opens up the bag. Inside he finds his clothes, his cel
phone, and the framed picture of Hattie and i nfant H awat ha.

FADE QUT/ I N:
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EXT. MAIN STREET ANTI QUE SHOP - DAY 91

DEGAN par ks outside the antique shop. He gets out of the car
and | ooks both ways down the street. Next to the antique shop
is Tony's Diner. He takes a glance inside, there are no
custoners and he doesn't see Tony.

Degan wal ks into the antique shop.
CUT TO
| NT. MAIN STREET ANTI QUE SHOP- DAY 92

MARK FOYER, a 60-year-old, black nale is behind the counter.
Mark is reading a newspaper and drinking a cup of coffee. He
| ooks over at Degan.

MARK
Mor ni ng. . .

DEGAN
Mor ni ng. .

DEGAN starts fromone side of the store and slowy wal ks to
t he other side, |ooking for sonething.

MARK
Can | help you with anything?

DEGAN
" m | ooking for any tribal toys...you
know for Kids.

MARK
We have a few things, behind the
counter. ..

Mar k reaches down pulls out a medium size box. Degan wal ks
toward the counter.

DEGAN
| have a granddaughter...her nother..
MARK
Hattie.
Degan st ops.
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MARK
Hi, Degan. Renenber ne?
Mar k. Mark Foyer.

Degan doesn't nove.

DEGAN
Yeah, you were a few years ahead of
ne.

MARK
Yup.

DEGAN

Your Dad ran the Youth Center.

MARK
Yup.

Degan approaches the counter.

MARK
Listen, | don't give advice but I'm
gl ad you canme back. Hattie was
somet hi ng speci al .

DEGAN
| know, but life noves on...|l was a
ki d.
MARK
She never noved on.
DEGAN
Hey. ..l nean...
MARK
Sucks, doesn't it?
DEGAN
Yeah.
Mark pulls out an Iroquois doll. The doll has |ong black hair

and is wearing a cerenonial Chief dress.

MARK
How s this?
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DEGAN
Perfect.
Degan takes the doll and inspects it.

DEGAN
You have sonething for a boy?

MARK
Easy.

Mar k takes out a war cl ub.

DEGAN

| don't think that's a good idea.
MARK

Yeah, | guess he's too young.

Mark puts the war club away. He reaches to a high shelf and
pulls out a brand new | acrosse stick and ball.

DEGAN
That' s better.

Mark returns to the counter and puts the lacrosse stick in
front of Degan. Degan picks up the stick and takes the bal
from Mark's hands, then puts it in his pocket.

DEGAN
Thanks.

MARK
Cash? We don't have a nmachi ne.

DEGAN
Cash.

Degan | eans the stick against the counter as he pulls out his
wal | et .

MARK
This town died after you left. Look
ar ound.

DEGAN

|'ve been | ooking. It's sad.

MARK
|'"'ma Christian, so | don't believe
all the tribal stuff, but there is
( MORE)
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MARK ( CONT' D)
sonmething to it.

DEGAN
To what ?

MARK
They made Hattie chief or whatever.
They had sonme hocus pocus thing,
claimng she's a descendent of the
original tribe.

DEGAN
There's sonething to that hocus pocus.

MARK
| don't believe it.

DEGAN
This valley is cursed. Not much left
of the tribe. The tribe is basically
five people now.

MARK
Yeah, | ook at ny place. Cursed.

DEGAN
| didn't nmean anyt hing.

MARK
No worries. The place is cursed.

Degan points at the doll and | acrosse stick.

DEGAN
How nmuch?

MARK
Ten bucks for the doll. $20 bucks for
the stick and ball.

Degan pays Mark and puts his wallet away. He picks up the
dol I .

MARK
They are right.

Degan pauses and gives Mark a puzzl ed | ook.
MARK

Hattie and the town were one in the
( MORE)

07-30-2023



93

61.

MARK ( CONT' D)
same. Wien she declined, her nmental
heal th, you know, her spirit became
dark, so did the town.

DEGAN
Was she okay?
MARK
She went through sone tough tines. W

all did.
Degan picks up the stick

DEGAN
Good to see you

MARK
Good to see you

Degan turns to | eave and as he reaches the door, his eyes are
drawn to a large picture frame along the wall. It is a

pi cture of Hattie, tucked behind a shelf of old record

al buns.

Degan wal ks over to the picture. It is an actual size bl ack
and white portrait of Hattie in cerenonial dress. The gold
frame of the picture is gaudy but she is beautiful.

Degan bends down to read the plaque. At the bottom of the
frame, there is a plaque. The plaque reads: 1983 -
Canaj oharie's Great Spirit - Hoyaneh Ji gonhat ee Canasat ego

As Degan stands up he | ocks eyes with Hattie's in the
pi cture.

MARK
She called out to you. Didn't she?
DEGAN
She di d.
MARK
There is sonmething to the hocus pocus.
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. PARKI NG LOT AT EAST HI LL PLAYGROUND - DAY 93

DEGAN arrives at a playground on the East Hill of
Canaj oharie. HHAWATHA is with his two children.
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The |l ast |ines of HEATHAZE by Genesis pl ays.

GENESI S
(under)
Beware the fisherman who's casting out
his line...
Into a dried-up river bed,
But don't try to tell him'cos he
won't believe you.

Degan parks the car and watches the three playing on a sw ng
set.

GENESI S ( CONT' D)
(under)
Throw sone bread to the ducks instead,
it's easier that way.
Feel like an alien, a stranger in an
alien place.

Degan turns off the ignition, THE MJSIC STOPS. He gets out,
shuts the front door, then opens the back door. He grabs the
dol 1. Then he reaches down and picks up the | acrosse sti ck.
After shutting the door, he heads toward the sw ng set.

CUT TO
EXT. SW NG SET AT EAST HI LL PLAYGROUND - DAY 94

H AWATHA is pushing MNNIE in a swing when he sees DEGAN
approachi ng. Degan swings the | acrosse stick on his shoul der
and hol ds out the doll.

M nnie runs and grabs the doll. She doesn't say anything,
just takes the doll.

Degan takes the | acrosse ball out of his pocket and puts it
into the net of the stick. SAGOY | ooks at Hi awat ha. Hi awat ha
gives hima nod and Sagoy runs to get the stick. Degan holds
out the stick and Sagoy shags it.

Degan | aughs as Sagoy runs as fast as he can |like he stole
it.

Hi awat ha wat ches his son tear off across the playground. He
turns to see Degan's outstretched armready to shake hands.

H awat ha hesitates. He | ooks Degan in the eye and reaches out
hi s hand. They shake. Then, Hi awatha jans his knee into
Degan's crotch. As Degan bends over in pain, Hi awatha
roundhouse punches Degan in the face.
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Sagoy and M nnie stop what they are doing and watch Degan
withing in the grass.

H awat ha stands over Degan.

H AWATHA
| told nmy nother if | ever net you,
|'"d kick you in the balls. | didn't
tell her 1'd punch you in the face.
kept that to nyself.

Sagoy runs over to Degan and starts hitting himwth the
| acr osse sti ck.

HI AWATHA
M nnie! Let's go.

M nni e cones runni ng, she stops at Degan and kicks him Then
wal ks off with her father. The two hol d hands as they head to
t heir parked car.
Sagoy continues to whack Degan with the | acrosse sti ck.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. / EXT. DEGAN S BEDROOM - KATERI A'S HOUSE - DAY 95
The life-size portrait of HATTIE is propped up by the open
w ndow i n the bedroomthat overlooks the town. The w nd bl ows
| eaves inside the room The nourning dove | ands on the w ndow
sill, COO NG LOUDLY. The bird enters the house.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. BEECH NUT FACTORY - DAY 96
The wi nd bl ows through the abandoned plant. The wi nd creates
circles of swirling | eaves. The broken walls franme the street
out si de.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. MAIN STREET CANAJOHARI E - DAY 97

Leaves tunble down the main street, mxing with fast food
cups as they merrily bounce down the street.

DI SSCLVE TQO
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EXT. CANAJCOHARI E ART GALLERY GARDEN - DAY

A flower is sprouting froma crack in the abandoned fountai n.

THE END
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